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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/22/06 
has been entered. Currently, claims 1, 3-8, 11-20, 22 and 25-27 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-8, 11-20, 22 and 25-27 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 12, line 2, "erase the writing surface" should be - erase the image on the 
writing surface -; 

Claim 15, lines 3, "provide an image" should be -- provide the image --; 
Claim 25, lines 7, "an image" should be - the image --; and 
Claim 27, lines 6, "an image on a writing surface" should be - the image on the 
writing surface--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It recites the presentation board comprising an electronic 
image . It is respectfully noted that an electronic image is not in a form of a physical 
structure. Examiner suggests amending the claim as a memory adapted to store the 
scanned image in electronic form 

5. Claim 18 recites the limitation " an electronic image " in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is uncertain if this electronic image is 
referring the displayed image in line 2. 

6. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It recites "erasing the image" in line 8. It is unclear if it is 
erasing the image saved in the memory or the image printed on the writing surface. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 15-20 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Carau (EP 0996276A2). 

7. With respect to claim 1 , Carau discloses a presentation system (fig. 1 ) 
comprising: 

a writing surface couple with a frame (col. 2, lines 40-42), the writing surface 
being adapted to receive erasable ink (abstract); 

a printer coupled with the frame (fig, 1 ), the printer including a printhead (20) 
configured to print an image on the writing surface with erasable ink (abstract), wherein 
the printhead is adapted to move along a traverse rail (col. 2, lines 40-42 & col. 3, lines 
33-53); and 

a scanner adapted to scan the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51 ). 

8. With respect to claim 3, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 1 
wherein the traverse rail is adapted to traverse the writing surface (col. 2, lines 40-42). 

9. With respect to claim 15, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 1 in 
combination with a processor having memory, the processor being in communication 
with the printer and adapted to provide the image to the printer to be printed on the 
writing surface (col. 4, lines 1-12). 
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10. With respect to claim 16, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 1 
wherein the erasable ink is dry-erase ink (abstract). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 17, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 1 
wherein the writing surface is 2' x 3' or larger. It is inherent by the definition of the 
writing surface as a sign and from the figures that the writing surface is larger than 2 x 
3'. 

12. With respect to claim 18, Carau discloses a presentation system comprising: 

a presentation board adapted to display an image for simultaneous viewing by a 
plurality of viewers (fig. 1), the presentation board comprising: 
a writing surface (fig. 1 ); and 

a printer disposed to print non-permanent ink onto the writing surface 

(abstract); 

a scanner adapted to scan the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51); 
an electronic image (fig. 1); and 

a processor adapted to transmit the electronic image to the printer (abstract). 

1 3. With respect to claim 1 9, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 1 8 
wherein the printhead is adapted to print with erasable ink and the writing surface is 
adapted receive erasable ink (abstract). 

14. With respect to claim 20, Carau discloses the presentation system of claim 19, 
wherein the erasable ink is dry-erase ink (abstract). 

15. With respect to claim 25, Carau teaches a method for creating an image to be 
viewed during a presentation comprising: 
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obtaining, in electronic form, the image to be viewed (abstract); 
sending the image to a presentation system including a printer with a printhead 
adapted to print erasable ink onto a writing surface (abstract); 
printing the image on the writing surface (abstract); 
scanning the image on the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51); 
saving the scanned image in electronic form (abstract); and 
printing the scanned image on the writing surface at a later time (abstract). 

16. With respect to claim 26, Carau discloses a presentation system (fig. 1) 
comprising: 

a writing surface coupled with a frame (col. 2, lines 40-42), the writing surface 
being adapted to receive erasable ink (abstract); 

a printer coupled with the frame, the printer including a printhead adapted to 
move along a traverse rail (col. 2, lines 40-42 & col. 3, lines 33-53), where the printhead 
is configured to print an image on the writing surface with erasable ink (abstract); and 

a scanner adapted to scan the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51 ). 

17. With respect to claim 27, Carau teaches a method for creating an image to be 
viewed on a presentation system during a presentation, wherein the presentation 
system includes a writing surface (fig. 1 ), a printer with a printhead adapted to print 
erasable ink onto the writing surface (abstract), and a scanner configured to scan an 
image on the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51), the method comprising: 

scanning the image on the writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51 ); 
saving the scanned image in electronic form (abstract); 
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erasing the image on the writing surface (abstract); and 
printing the scanned image on the writing surface at a later time using the printer 
(abstract). 

It is apparent that the image on the writing surface needs to be erased first in 
order to print the scanned image back onto the whiteboard (abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-8, 12-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bruce-Sanders U.S. Patent No. 4,429,478 in view of Carau. 
18. With respect to claim 1 , Bruce-Sanders discloses a presentation system (fig. 1) 
comprising: 

a writing surface (10A) couple with a frame (20), the writing surface being 
adapted to receive erasable ink (dry erase ink; col. 4, line 9); and 

a printer coupled with the frame (carriage 12 performs printing across the board), 
the printer including a printhead (14) configured to print an image on the writing surface 
with erasable ink (col. 4, lines 5-29), wherein the printhead is adapted to move along a 
traverse rail (col. 4, lines 34-36). 
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Bruce-Sanders, however, does not disclose explicitly that the presentation 
system includes a scanner adapted to scan the writing surface. 

Carau, the same field of endeavor of the presentation printing system with 
erasable ink, discloses a presentation system including a scanner adapted to scan the 
writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the scanner of Carau into the presentation system of Bruce-Sanders. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to scan the image on 
the writing board and print the scanned image back on the writing board at a later time 
(abstract of Carau). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Bruce-Sanders with Carau to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

19. With respect to claim 3, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system, 
wherein the traverse rail is adapted to traverse the writing surface (col. 4, lines 30-37). 
Also, read col. 2, lines 40-42 of Carau. 

20. With respect to claim 4, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system, 
wherein the writing surface is adapted to move past the printhead (figs. 8 & 9). 

21 . With respect to claim 5, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system, 
wherein the writing surface is a flexible sheet configured for selected passage past the 
printhead (fig. 9). 
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22. With respect to claim 6, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system further 
comprising a roller mechanism configured to engage the flexible sheet to pass the 
flexible sheet past the printhead (fig. 9). 

23. With respect to claim 7, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the flexible sheet forms a continuous loop (fig. 9). 

24. With respect to claim 8, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the rollers are motor-driven and adapted to rotate the rollers such that the 
writing surface is moved past the printhead (fig. 9, the roller rotated by motor 128 
moving the surface 110 past the printhead 114). 

25. With respect to claim 12, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
including an eraser adapted to erase the image on the writing surface (eraser roller 16 
in col. 4, lines 20-22). 

26. With respect to claim 13, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the eraser is adapted to traverse the writing surface (col. 6, lines 52-54). 

27. With respect to claim 14, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the writing surface is adapted to move past the eraser (figs. 8 & 9). 

28. With respect to claim 15, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system in 
combination with a processor having memory (CPU 100 and memory 101), the 
processor being in communication with the printer (print commands to interface 105) 
and adapted to provide the image to the printer to be printed on the writing surface (Fig. 
7 shows the command signals used to control the carriage for printing an image that 


Application/Control Number: 09/892,422 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2625 

has been retrieved from memory, see cols. 7 & 8). Also, read col. 4, lines 1-12 of 
Carau. 

29. With respect to claim 16, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the erasable ink is dry-erase ink (col. 4, line 8). 

30. With respect to claim 17, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the writing surface is 2 x 3' or larger. It is inherent by the definition of the 
writing surface as a sign and from the figures that the writing surface is larger than 2 x 
3'. 

31 . With respect to claim 18, Bruce-Sanders discloses a presentation system 
comprising: 

a presentation board adapted to display an image for simultaneous viewing by a 
plurality of viewers (fig. 1 ), the presentation board comprising: 
a writing surface (fig. 1); and 

a printer disposed to print non-permanent ink onto the writing surface (col. 

4, lines 5-29); 

an electronic image (col. 7, lines 38-49); and 

a processor adapted to transmit the electronic image to the printer (col. 7, lines 
38-49). 

Carau, the same field of endeavor of the presentation printing system with 
erasable ink, discloses a presentation system including a scanner adapted to scan the 
writing surface (col. 2, lines 47-51). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the scanner of Carau into the presentation system of Bruce-Sanders. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to scan the image on 
the writing board and print the scanned image back on the writing board at a later time 
(abstract of Carau). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Bruce-Sanders with Carau to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 18. 

32. With respect to claim 19, Bruce-Sanders discloses the presentation system 
wherein the printhead is adapted to print with erasable ink and the writing surface is 
adapted to receive erasable ink (col. 4, lines 5-29). 

33. With respect to claim 20, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 16, 
are applicable. 

34. With respect to claim 22, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 12, 
are applicable. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Bruce-Sanders and Carau as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Takayama et al. U.S. Patent No. 4,587,568 (hereinafter Takayama). 

35. With respect to claim 1 1 , the combination does not disclose an attached second 
printer in communication with the scanner. 

Takayama teaches a scanner (image scanner 20) which scans the image off of a 
presentation board shown in fig. 2 that is very similar to the printing presentation system 
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of the combination of Bruce-Sanders and Carau. Further, Takayama discloses an 
attached second printer in communication with the scanner to print out the scanned 
images in col. 2, lines 66-68). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the attached second printer of Takayama into the presentation of 
Bruce-Sanders and Carau. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to print out the 
displayed image on a paper. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine three references obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 11. 

Conclusion 

36. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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